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Although I’m sad that we aren’t meeting in person for our usual residential event at Sevenoaks
School for the second year running, I am confident that our virtual weekend will be just as
amazing. As well as enjoying the academic enrichichment and inspirational sessions, make the
most of the chance to strengthen your peer-to-peer and mentoring relationships. I also urge
you to make the most of other opportunities in front of you, such as the Learnium platform, the
Unifrog tools, the discretionary fund and the chance to apply for a free place on the Sevenoaks
Summer Programme (see p.5).
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Your residential care package is a token gift but I hope that it prompts you to think about your
mental wellbeing as much as your goals and ambitions. Equally, I am looking forward to seeing
you all using the masks at our summer residential weeks in Tonbridge and Cambridge.
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In advance, I would like to say a huge thank you, firstly, to all of the teachers and staff at
Sevenoaks and the external contributors who have volunteered their time to make this weekend
possible; secondly, to the incredible mentors; and, finally, to all of the KAN students for remaining
hopeful and engaged.
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Enjoy your virtual residential.
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Front page image: A photograph of Greatstone beach taken by Sophie (2018 cohort), our winner of our lockdown challenge.
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KAN opportunities
After this virtual weekend our events this academic year are as follows, please
make sure you are available:

Apply for a free place on the Sevenoaks Summer Programme.
This is a is a two-week academic enrichment course for ambitious students aged 13-17
between Wednesday 21 July and Wednesday 4 August. You would be signing up to do this in
addition to the KAN residential week.
The course:

• 17 May, online mentoring and Scholars Programme tutorials, 15:30-16:30
• 4 – 10 July, summer residential week (new cohort and Y10s at Tonbridge School and Y12s
and Y13s at Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge)

• Is designed and taught by Sevenoaks School teachers
• Is 43 hours of lessons
• Has modules on Critical Thinking, Social Leadership, Creativity and Digital Skills
• Has 12 hours of afternoon activities
• Will give you the chance to meet students from all corners of the globe.

• 10 July, KAN graduation for the 2016 and 2017 cohorts, Tonbridge School

Find out more here: https://www.sevenoakssummerprogramme.co.uk/
To apply please send a personal statement to Mr Ed Gibson, the Director of the Summer
Programme.
The personal statement should be between 250-500 words and should be in PDF or Word
format. It is your opportunity to tell him about yourself, your motivations and why you would
like to obtain a free place on the summer programme.

Apply for money to fund a university visit
With the generosity of the Buffini Chao foundation we are able to offer discretionary grants to
current students to pay expenses for visiting universities.
• Expenses will be paid once receipts are provided or the student may ask for the grant to pay
for expenses, for example train tickets, directly.
• You may submit applications for retrospective expenses, so long as all receipts are provided.
• Successful applicants are required to write a short report about how they used the grant.
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Timetable
Friday

Sunday

15:00-15:30

Welcome

15:30-17:00

Scholars Tutorial
(y10, y12)

17:00-18:00

Talk and Q&A with
Jesse Elzinga

Improving Analytical
Writing (y11)

Preparing for
University (y13)

Saturday

09:30-10:00

Optional
Morning Mentoring

10:00-10:45

Russian

Drawing

11:00-11:45

French Translation
Workshop

African
Particle Physics
American
& CERN
Politics

14:30-15:30

Wellbeing,
Lockdown
& hope

15:30-17:00

Scholars Tutorial
(y10, y12)

18:30-19:30

Talk and Q&A with
Chris McNamara

HE advice

GCSE
Science

Y13
Geography

Chemistry
(y12, y13)

09:30-10:00

Optional
Morning Mentoring

10:00-10:45

GCSE History

Study Skills

Biology
(y12, y13)

Journalism

11:00-11:45

Chariot-racing

Evolution of Mate
Selection

Introduction to
Paleoecology

Linguistics
Olympiad

14:30-15:30

Yoga

Eco-art

Kickboxing

Treasure-hunt

15:30-17:00

Scholars Tutorial
(y10, y12)

Social Production of
News (y11, y13)

18:30-19:30

Talk and Q&A with
Danielle Stewart

Scientific Research
(y11,y13)

Monday

Global
Development
(y12, y13)
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15:30-17:00

Scholars Tutorial
(y10, y12)

17:00-18:30

Wrapping-up and
talk and Q&A with Sir
Damon Buffini

Should we abolish
prisons?

7

Session Details - Friday
Welcome: 15:00-15:30
Preparing for university (Y13)

Welcome
We start off the week with a warm welcome from our Director of KAN,
Isla Phillips.
Zoom links to all the sessions can be found on the timetable p 6 -7 and all
Zoom codes can be found on p25 -26.

This is a forum for discussing the transition to university guided by your
Mentors. Some KAN alumni from the 2016 cohort, who are in the midst
of their first year at university, will also drop in to talk to you about their
experiences.

Evening Speaker: 17:00 – 18:00

Sessions: 15:30 – 17:00

Jesse Elzinga
Improving analytical writing (Y11)
In this session we will sharpen up our analytical writing, looking at a
variety of texts including Batman: The Dark Knight, Hamlet, Frankenstein,
Macbeth and The Woman in Black. How do screenwriters, authors,
playwrights and poets use language to create an impact on their readers?
We will look at zooming in on literary devices and the best ways to convey
the impact of writing on the reader. Sarah Eversfield is an English teacher at
Sevenoaks School and before that worked as a journalist.

Jesse was previously Headmaster of Reading Blue Coat School in
Berkshire and prior to this, Director of Studies at Harrow. Jesse
received a bursary to study at Harvard University where he gained a
BA Honours cum laude in Comparative Religion and Philosophy, and at
Oxford University, where his MSt focused on ethical philosophy. He was
also three-time national champion rower at Harvard and Oxford, and then
became a competitive cyclist, twice racing against Sir Bradley Wiggins at
the British Time Trial Championships (although Jesse is keen to point out that Sir Bradley won, by a
significant margin, on both occasions!). Jesse is also an Ironman triathlete and marathoner, and since
moving to Sevenoaks, he can be spotted in the early morning running in Knole Park.

Scholars Programme Tutorial (Y10 and Y12)
The Zoom links have been emailed to you and are on Learnium.
There are four Scholars Programme tutors in total, Sophie, Annie,
Miranda and Noah, and their bios are spread across this brochure:
Sophie completed an undergraduate degree in English at Cambridge
University and a PhD in the History of Reading through the Open University, a
discipline which sits between History and English. Her research explored the
reading life of an eighteenth-century bookseller, James Lackington, tracing his progress from living in
poverty as a child in the West Country to becoming the owner of one of the largest bookshops in London.
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Session Details - Saturday
Optional morning mentoring: 09:30 – 10:00
Morning Mentoring
Before we kick off the day, join this zoom for a relaxed catch-up with each other and your mentors.

Session Details - Saturday
GCSE Science
This session will be a whizz through of GCSE science topics chosen by you.
Make sure that you make suggestions of areas that you want to revise. Jamie
Russell is a Chemistry teacher at Sevenoaks School. He studied Chemsitry
at Wadham College, Oxford; completing research into the synthesis and
characterization of intercalated iron chalcogenides. Jamie enjoys using exciting
experiments and everyday applications to demonstrate key chemical concepts.

Sessions: 10:00 – 10:45
Beginners Russian

Sessions: 11:00 – 11:45
African American Politics and the Ancient World

We will journey together, learning the Cyrillic alphabet, covering basic
conversational phrases and finishing with a James Bond story, all in
Russian. A skill to impress your friends, and to open a gateway to travel
in Russia, a magical place where real adventures are still to be found. Jon
Drury is Head of Russian at Sevenoaks School and studied Russian and
German at Queens’ College, Cambridge. He is a committed Christian, a keen
hockey player/coach and musician.

Drawing workshop
Using biro, learn how to produce an observational tonal drawing with
inspiration from the work of relevant artists and then conceptualise your
drawing through combining collage techniques. Georgie Low is an art
teacher, artist and residential boarding house tutor at Sevenoaks School.

Year 12 HE Advice
A drop-in session for personalised advice about how you can best
prepare for making a 2022 university application. Charlotte Glanville is
Assistant Director of Higher Education and Careers at Sevenoaks School
and an English teacher. She studied English and Related Literature at York
University, spending six months as an Erasmus student at the University of
Bologna in Italy. She then gained a Masters in Comparative Literature from
University College London, before gaining a PGCE from King’s College London.
10

Slavery was the engine which fired the ancient Greek and Roman economies.
Ancient justifications of slavery were at the heart of modern European and
American arguments for slavery. But numerous African American writers
saw that the ancient world also provided powerful arguments against
slavery and racism. This talk explores how African American writers
boldly and creatively seized the ancient world in their fight for a better
future to the universal benefit of all. Dr Daniel Orrells is Head of Classics at
King’s College London, one of the largest Classics departments in the world

Particle Physics and CERN
In this session Dr Galloni will explain how studying particle physics and the
early universe at CERN is essentially like taking pictures with a 7 megapixel
camera, just 40 million times per second. Meet the quarks and leptons
and the Z0s, Ws, photons and gluons they play catch with. Ali Galloni is a
Physics teacher and Head of Science and Technology at Sevenoaks School.
She studied Physics with French at Liverpool University with a year at Université
Joseph Fourier in Grenoble and did her PhD at CERN looking for the Higgs Boson.

French Translation workshop: the ship of Theseus?
Many people think that translation is simply mechanically transferring
information like a robot. However, in this session, we’ll look at how
we can convey so much more than pure information when translating
between French and English and look at translation as a creative task.
Dr. Fabienne Cheung is a French teacher at Sevenoaks School. She
completed her PhD on French Literature at the University of Manchester.

*Additional session 10:00 - 10:45: Y13 Geography
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Session Details - Saturday

Session Details - Saturday
Ethical Dilemmas in Global Development (15:30-17:00)

Year 12 and Year 13 Chemistry

This talk will explore ethical debates surrounding practical humanitarian
work. Cat Davison is the CEO and Founder of EduSpots, alongside
Director of Service and Social Impact at Sevenoaks School. She studied
Philosophy and later Management at Cambridge University, followed
by a PGCE and an MA in International Development and Education. She
will be joined by Stephen Tettegah and Ali Eliasu. Stephen is the Head of
Literacy Development at EduSpots and an award winning Teacher. He studied
English and Political Science at the University of Ghana. Ali is Head of STEM at
EduSpots and also a teacher. He has a BA in Renewable Energy Engineering from the University of Energy
and Natural Resources, where he is currently pursuing an MA in Sustainability Energy Management.

Chemistry can appear to be a labyrinth of structures, formulae, and
reactions. By mastering a few simple rules and learning to spot trends
we can navigate our way through it. Jamie Russell is a Chemistry
teacher at Sevenoaks School. He studied Chemistry at Wadham College,
Oxford; completing research into the synthesis and characterisation of
intercalated iron chalcogenides.

Sessions: 15:30-17:00
Wellbeing, lockdown and hope (14:30-15:30)

Evening speaker: 18:30 – 19:30

This motivational session will be a chance for us to come together and
learn from each other. Led by Isla, KAN Director, we’ll reflect on what
we’ve all learnt since the start of this academic year.

Chris McNamara

Scholars Programme Tutorial (Y10 and Y12)
The Zoom links have been emailed to you and are on Learnium.
There are four Scholars Programme tutors in total, Sophie, Annie, Miranda
and Noah, and their bios are spread across this brochure: Annie is a 2nd year
PhD student based at King’s College London where she is studying cancer
epidemiology. Her research is focused on colorectal cancer surveillance
for individuals with Lynch Syndrome. Annie spent most of her early career
working in clinical cancer research at a number of academic medical centres
within the U.S., most notably at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Centre in New
York City, and the Harvard Medical School teaching hospital, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Centre in Boston.
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Pathway CTM has been Chris’ passion and life for 6+ years, initially starting
in Kent, scaling to London and now across 15+ Core Regions nationally.
Chris set up Pathway CTM (Careers, Training & Mentoring) as he knew
he could offer something (from his teaching and coaching background)
‘extra’ to inspire and develop young people. Pathway CTM have established
deep relationships with over 35 multinational companies, as well as local
business, and it is their job to share knowledge and expertise to guide
students through the Programme, so they can create their own relationships with
employers and help make an informed decision on their first career choice. After
completing a Gap Year in New Zealand Chris studied Sports Science with Management at Loughborough
University. After graduating he trained as a Teacher and then went on to work for Sky before setting up
Pathway CTM. Chris is passionate about supporting young people with their next steps after school and is
looking forward to sharing his story and advice with students at the talk.
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Session Details - Sunday
Optional morning mentoring: 09:30 – 10:00

GCSE Historical Sources Workshop

Morning Mentoring

History is based on sources and these must be interpreted with care. Only
if we ask good questions of our sources will they reveal a little of what
they contain. Our session will start from the premise that interpreting
sources is fun and is also something at which we can all improve. David
Hall teaches History at Sevenoaks School. He has written on history,
literature, film, sport and education for numerous publications and outlets,
including the TES and Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. He has also had poetry and
fiction published, most recently a short story in Golf Quarterly, ‘The Grail on the Green Onyx Base’. He
studied at the universities of St. Andrews, Oxford and Cambridge, working on Ancient, Modern and latterly
Medieval History.

Before we kick off the day join this Zoom for a relaxed catch-up with each other and your mentors.

Sessions: 10:00 – 10:45
Biology (Y12 and Y13)
This session will focus on consolidating knowledge and understanding
of the most challenging topics in Biology. Dr Matt Edwards is a Biology
teacher and Head of Sixth Form at Sevenoaks School. He spent nearly a
decade undertaking research in different animals, from snails to Artic foxes,
before becoming a school teacher. He completed his PhD at Newcastle
University and also worked with Universities of Hong Kong and Stockholm.

The Power of Journalism
We will look at some hardhitting journalism and think about how words
can generate so much power as well as talking about journalism as a
career. Sarah Eversfield is an English teacher at Sevenoaks School and
before that worked as a journalist.

Sessions: 11:00 - 11:45
The Evolution of Mate Selection
In this session we will be exploring male and female preferences for
human mate selection (reproductive partners) based on strict Darwinian
criteria. Ian Campbell is Head of Psychology at Sevenoaks School. Part of
his degree was human evolution, and this combined with his Psychology
background provides him with a unique insight into sociobiological
principles such as mate selection.

An Introduction to Paleoecology
Study Skills
Using the idea of metacognition, by the end of this session you should be
equipped with techniques to reflect and improve on your learning, as well
as finding out about new (fun?!) methods of revision. Finn Manders grew
up in Scotland and attended a rural state school before studying History
at Cambridge. She was a KAN mentor throughout her time at University,
and continues to work with young people as a Schools Liaison Officer at
Emmanuel, Cambridge.
14

In this session we will be exploring how we can infer information about past
environments from what we can find in the fossil record through geological
time. From coccolithophores to trilobites, a range of fossils can be used
to gather information on past environments, climates, and modes of life of
organisms. Elen Harris is a Geography teacher at Sevenoaks School. She studied
Physical Geography and Geology at the University of Southampton, specialising in
reconstructing the climate of southern Chile 10,000 years ago from fossil evidence. She
is passionate about this aspect of geology, which has links to geography, climatology, ecology, and biology.
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Session Details - Sunday
Roman Chariot Racing - GCSE Historical sources

Eco-art and Upcycling

Racing, crashing, gambling: why on earth was chariot-racing
so popular in ancient Rome? Why are there no races today?
This session will look at all aspects of Roman chariot-racing in the Circus
Maximus and consider whether we should once again hold races today.
Philip de May studied Classics at Oxford and has since taught in the USA,
Leicester and for seventeen years at Sevenoaks. He has published a translation/
commentary on Aeschylus’ Agamemnon and on Lucretius’ de rerum natura.

Aim to have saved aprox 1 carrier bag of waste prior to this session
as well as having a roll of tape/masking tape to secure items. Waste
paper and PVA mixed with water will be used to secure the items
together and create an outer sculptural surface. If you do not have all
of these bits and pieces but would like to join to get ideas for work you
could create in the future, please do join and sketch ideas. Emma Delpech
gained a Masters in Fine Art in 2018 with Open College of the Arts and has has
been teaching Art for 22 years. A passionate painter, printmaker and sculptor, and with experience of
recent exhibitions in London and Germany, Emma also has work in private collections around the world.

Linguistics Olympiad
This workshop is an introduction to working with language patterns.
Using some materials from the International Linguistics Olympiad, we will
look at cracking “language code” to decipher languages such as Abma,
Estonian, or Murrinhpatha – and all without ever having studied those
languages before. If you are curious about language, love puzzles, and like
cracking code, this is for you. Eva Coddington is the Head of German and
teacher of Yoga at Sevenoaks School. With a degree in Japanese Studies from
Oxford University, she has always been fascinated by all “things language”.

Kickboxing
Want to have a bit of a workout and learn self-defence? Well, come along
to kickboxing boxercise! Rod Rands-Webb teaches Spanish and French
at Sevenoaks School. He has a black belt in ITF Taekwondo and runs the
School Self-Defence Club. Previously Rod worked as a musician and in
marketing, after studying languages at Balliol College, University of Oxford.

Sessions: 14:30 - 15:30
Stress-busting Yoga

Treasure Hunt

Everybody needs a little time out from academic work now and then. Join
us for an hour of yoga, which is not just for the bendy and flexible, but for
anyone who wants to have a go. No experience needed, all you need is
a quiet spot and an open mind. We will work with breathing techniques,
stretch, bend and flex, whilst challenging strength and stamina (as much
or as little as you like). Eva Coddington is a qualified Yoga teacher with over
20 years of practice.

Want to go on an adventure? Well join Jamie Russell to embark on an
internet treasure hunt. This may be a team activity, depending on numbers.

16

17

Session Details - Sunday
Sessions: 15:30 - 17:00

Sessions: 15:30 - 17:00
Scholars Programme Tutorial (Y10 and Y12)

“What’s the story?”: The social production of news
(Y11 and Y13)

The Zoom links have been emailed to you and are on Learnium.
There are four Scholars Programme tutors in total, Sophie, Annie, Miranda
and Noah, and their bios are spread across this brochure: Miranda is a PhD
student at King’s College London where her work focuses on how to more
effectively end civil wars through peace treaties and merging militaries into
integrated security institutions. Miranda is also an experienced teacher and lecturer
at university level, including for King’s College London, the Ecole de Guerre in Paris, and Northern Illinois
University in the US.

For the past five years or so, the idea of “fake news” has been a hot
topic for discussion; but what socio-political factors makes a story
“newsworthy” at all? Perhaps the question we should be asking is not
so much “does fake news exist?” so much as “for what purpose does any
news, including fake news, exist?” Rebekah Paredes-Larson is a recent BSc
Sociology graduate from the London School of Economics, a current KAN mentor and a KAN alumni.

Evening speaker: 18:30 - 19:30
Danielle Stewart

Scientific Research (Y11 and Y13)
Does life exist on other planets? How can we find out? What will ‘life’
look like there? Will we recognise it when we see it? Why should
it matter? In this session you’ll explore these questions and get a
taste for what it might be like to study a science subject at university
as we explore a research paper. Dr Matt Edwards is a Biology teacher
and Head of Sixth Form at Sevenoaks School. He spent nearly a decade
undertaking research in different animals, from snails to Artic foxes, completed
his PhD at Newcastle university and also worked with the universities of Hong Kong and Stockholm.
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Danielle grew up on the Isle of Sheppey and was the first in her family
to go to university. Today she is a long-term strategy manager at
National Grid, responsible for plotting the path to net zero for gas
transmission. Last year Danielle was recognised for her work, winning
the 2020 TechWomen100 award and becoming a finalist in the Top 50
Women in Engineering: Sustainability. Prior to that she spent eleven years in
academia at the University of Warwick, becoming a postdoctoral researcher
and tutor in Physics. Her passion is cleaner energy, which is close to her heart as she is also
an incredible sportswoman. Danielle has competed in duathlons and triathlons and is a threetime World Duathlon Champion for her age group, she’s won a few European titles for triathlon and
duathlon too, she’s even been awarded Coventry, Warwickshire and Solihull Sportswoman of the Year.

19

Session Details - Monday
Sessions: 15:30 - 17:00

Wrapping up and evening speaker: 17:00-18:30
Sir Damon Buffini

Scholars Programme Tutorial (Y10 and Y12)
The Zoom links have been emailed to you and are on Learnium.
There are four Scholars Programme tutors in total, Sophie, Annie, Miranda
and Noah, and their bios are spread across this brochure: Noah completed
his undergraduate degree in Chemistry at Oxford is now a 3rd year PhD
student at the University of Manchester. His research focus is on thermochemical
energy storage, a new technology that attempts to store heat within chemical reactions so that it can be
reused when needed rather than going to waste. Noah is also a semi-professional rugby player for Preston
Grasshoppers and a previous Oxford Blue.

To wrap up the weekend we’ll reflect on what we’ve enjoyed and also
spend time completing the ImpactEd questionnaire, which helps us figure
out what skills KAN is good at developing and how to improve in the future.
Damon has created a Podcast for the Times called ‘Past Imperfect’ and
invites you to have a listen and then ask him any questions that you may have.
Sir Damon Buffini was a founding partner of the investment firm Permira and Non-Executive Director
of Schroders plc. He is chair of the Royal National Theatre and the Royal Anniversary Trust, and also the
Government’s Cultural Recovery Fund which is the Government’s COVID response to financially support
cultural organisations. Damon was educated at the Gateway Grammar School Leicester, St John’s College,
Cambridge, where he read Law and at Harvard Business School, where he gained an MBA. He was knighted
in 2016 for philanthropic and voluntary services. Damon and his wife, Lady Buffini, also established The
Buffini Chao Foundation in 2005, which you may know as a main sponsor of the KAN programme.
There will be an opportunity for Q&A at the end of the talk and the possibility of staying longer on the Zoom
to just hang-out, if you wish.

Should we abolish prisons? (Y11 and Y13)
An introduction to prison abolitionist thought. The session will start
with a small presentation on the history of prisons, go through different
ideas about how to reform them and then the key arguments in favour
of abolition, looking at the work of thinkers like Ruth Wilson Gilmore
and Angela Davis. Then, for the rest of the session, there will be a group
discussion. Alex Linsay is a KAN mentor and currently studies History and
Politics at Robison College, University of Cambridge.
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KAN Supporters
KAN’s success would not be possible without the generosity and commitment of many
individuals and organisations. Friends of the programme, alumni, and staff and teachers from
the academies and Sevenoaks all volunteer their time and expertise. The Accelerate and
Access Foundation, The Buffini Chao Foundation, Queens’ College Cambridge, Fitzwilliam
College Cambridge, Tonbridge School, and those that wish to remain anonymous, support the
funding of the KAN university access programme.
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Provisional dates for 2021-2022
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

20 September, online mentoring, 16:30-17:15
8 November, meet-up, Sevenoaks School
17 January, online mentoring, 16:30-17:15
28 February, meet-up, tbc
25 – 28 March, spring residential weekend (Core cohorts only)
May online mentoring, 16:30-17:15
5 – 10 July, Summer residential week (Core cohorts only)
9 July, KAN graduation for the 2018 cohort, Tonbridge School

Follow us on Twitter
@KAN_UAP
For more information about KAN, visit our website
https://outreach.sevenoaksschool.org/kentacademiesnetwork/

