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Takeaways 
• Monitor and ensure a variety of speakers (in terms of career) 
• Print and display maps at residential events (classroom layout and toilets) 
• Balance of down-time, choice of sessions, and variety of sessions important 

Ideas to incorporate into future residential events 
• Cooking lessons 
• Boardgames (for down-time) 
• University Seminars with pre-reading (perhaps in July) 
• Ensure  
• A Greek Mythology lesson 
• A Music Lesson 
• Activities across year groups 
• More time for presentations 
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All Student Feedback + actions/comments in red 
Likert Scale 

 

What were the best things about the residential event? 

 

All of the work that we did  
The community  
Being with Hatty and johana also lottie they where the best  
Making new friends and learning new things  
climbing and the rooms are very nice  
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talking to new people 
The sessions 
GCSE revision sessions 
Meeting everyone and knowing these people are like me  
Russian, the teacher was enthusiastic so I was also enthusiastic  
Mentors :))) 
Making new friends and being motivated  
Spending time with new people that have become my new friends  
going around the school site, meeting new people. 
Film narrative, socialising with everyone  
Spending time with everyone  
Making new friends. 
The wide variation of activities  
I think the 2-3 degrees session, and the history session with the seveenoaks teacher. I also really 
enjoyed the talk as it was very inspirational 
Meeting my cohort again was nice as we don’t see eachother often  
The physical activities, the lessons where the professors kept it interesting and the time spent with 
others. 
The diverse set of sessions and learning opportunities that KAN offers, from mentors, university 
graduates or experienced teachers. 
The extra curricular activites and the extra sleep 
Having my own room and getting away from the norm for a weekend 
The talk on Saturday night! 
I really enjoyed the talk from shan, it really inspired me and made me have more motive.  
It was also really fun being with friends and making convo again. 
The sessions and the amount of activities and opportunities that i could 
partake in 
Having the chance to talk and spend time with everybody across different cohorts (including the 
mentors) after the day ended. Exploring a new environment within the school, as well as new 
activities and areas of study during our sessions.  

 

 

What was your favourite session and why? 
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Are animals clever  
Rock climbing because it was a challenge 
I loved Ancient Olympics as it was fun  
Russian because I thought I would never know how to speak it  
the russian because the he teacher was very enthusiastic and fun 
the sound bath and climbing becuase they were fun 
Biology because it'y favorite subject 
GCSE english revision, very helpful 
Flightless birds because zoology interests me 
Russian  
Housing because it was something I had no idea about before 
Badminton- I beat everyone in sight and the ancient olympics  
Russian, it was very interesting  
Badminton and Particle Physics as it was very interesting and boosted my interest in psychics. I also 
liked the structured revision.  
Film narrative, the details and the lesson itself was fun and intuitive  
Ancient Olympics, it was interesting to learn about something new  
Particle Physics and CERN 
PE lessons helped me to remain active  
The talk from shaa, as it was a very good talk that opened new ideas as me being in year 13 helped 
with ideas for after school goals. 
Personal Statement, really helped me understand dos and donts of what to put  
Russian because it was very fun and engaging. 
Rock climbing 
The talk by Shaa wasmund 
Sports 
History of horrors  
History of horror because i enjoy horror films and so it was nice learning the history of where they 
originated. 
I loved the enthusiasm from the teacher who did the 2-3 degrees workshop, i loved the activities but i 
think my favourite session was history of horror session 
Learning Russian as it was super engaging and amusing, and overall really well delivered by the 
teacher. Rock-climbing was also fun and involved a lot of teamwork. I also really enjoyed the lessons 
on ‘Flightless birds’, ‘Are animals clever?’ and the talk by Shaa Wasmund because they all introduced 
me to new, beneficial ideas. 

 

 

What things could have been improved about the residential event? 
Everything was great I don’t know how it could get better  
Not sure 
Maybe a course on 
Greek mythology 
Or a cooking class  
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Nothing  
i don’t know  
. 
More choices for sports 
more free time/ spread throughout the day  
More zoology stuff  
I don't know  
Time to study for the year 12 
More downtime - felt quite over worked  
More creative sessions  
More down time, it was nice and busy but little too exhausting.  
Nothing is coming to mind  
Absolutely nothing  
A bit more independence. For example, having to ask a mentor to walk across a path 
We could have a music lesson !? 
Maybe more focussed things, so have sessions that cater towards a set of people so I stead of specific 
subject for the whole year maybe subjects any year can drop in on ? Also the mental health workshop 
though allowed me to see how things r and what they r but not really a solution, but other than this 
was a very good time 
The fact we couldn’t go in the kitchen and get a Kan jumper  
More time in the morning to get ready, more pillows and also maybe more activities across the year 
groups ? 
Nothing comes to mind. 
Imdependent working  
I don't know, it was very well organized  
Later curfew  
i think the food was a bit repetitive as it was chicken constantly. 

Some of the food was a bit meh but other than that it was amazing 
I believe it would be best for us to be able to spend slightly more time preparing for presentation 
projects in the future. I also don’t think that the full 50 minutes were necessary for the Unifrog 
session as (on the whole) it didn’t feel particularly productive. I would prefer to use the platform 
in my own time.  
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What does KAN mean to you? 

 

Support, motivation  
A pathway to different options 
A place where I can express my questions and ideas.  
An opportunity to learn to things and meet new people  
learning more and helping my future to be the best it can be  

 
KAN is my other house as i met people that are my friends now and we spent 4 days together sleeping 
at the same house and we had fun times which were the best 4 days for me at this year. 

 
Somewhere where I feel like I belong and comfortable around the people with me  
Learning about university and helps me with what I'm going to do with my future 
Collectiveness 
A breath of fresh air , an opportunity of a life time  
To make new friendships and have a greater meaning to school and beyond school as well  
a great opportunity to meet people and learn new things. thank you!!! 
The chance to gain a pre understanding of uni life and getting the preparation for uni from students 
studying at the best unis 
Creating a good support network of people that will help me achieve my goals  
KAN isn’t just network of mentors and mentee’s, it’s one big happy family! 
KAN is a great place for me to meet new people and try new experiences  
It means that I have a network of people to come to, and I have heard many things about university 
before my school had mentioned about it. 
It’s a place to network and better yourself and opportunities for the future, whether that involves uni 
or not  
An opportunity. 
An opportunity to further academic knowledge and learn about life after school, as well as general life 
skills. 
It’s a family 
Kent Academy Network 
A good experience which gives me lots of opportunities and new friends  
A dedication, it’s like a getaway where i can be with people that have the same ambitions as me and 
you have experience a school that we never have before. 

It is a great opportunity for me so it has become important that i stay involved in KAN 
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This residential event in particular has shown me that outside of broadening my understanding of 
academic opportunities, KAN is also teaching me life skills and social skills that will stick with me 
beyond my education and work life. I’ve learned to be more curious about unfamiliar topics, 
about the things people have to say and to be open-minded and considerate. These are all 
valuable lessons that the programme has helped me to understand the importance of and also to 
put them into practise.  

 

 

Contributor Feedback  
 

What is your impression of KAN? 
Fun. 
Aspirational.  
Encouraging.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed the weekend, it has exceeded my expectations. The opportunity it gives to 
the students are incredible.  
Kan motivates students to reach their full potential, in every aspect possible  
KAN is a fantastic programme that I believe actively reaches its aims. I have very much enjoyed my 
first weekend as a mentor and I know my mentees did to. 

 
KAN is a really great opportunity for students to access resources and experiences that they would 
otherwise not be able to, while also supporting them to achieve their full potential at school. I think it 
is an excellent programme, and extremely worthwhile.  
it’s so good!!!! 
i wasn’t expecting the students to have so much fun doing it. it’s nice it’s not overly academic and 
more about just bringing like-minded students together and building their confidence  
It's such a genuine programme- everyone who is here loves the work, and the students are genuinely 
brilliant and talented individuals. I feel honoured to be part of the process of boosting their 
confidence and further pushing their academic abilities. 
My impression of KAN is that the students actually really enjoy and benefit from the experience as 
well as us mentors, it’s a growth programme. 
Really cares about helping the kids. 
An excellent network of schools that genuinely cares about the academic, employability and personal 
development of their students. This is evident because they actively organise these fantastic and 
varied residential trips.  
Fantastic - it's an excellent programme and the students were evidently both inspired and enjoying 
themselves.  
Nice kids, fully engaged.  Great thing for us to be providing for them. 
A fun and ambitious programme that helps raise the confidence and widen the life experiences of all 
students involved 
Very positive! 
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Why and/or how do you think KAN has an impact on the students involved? 
Growing in confidence, increasing their friendship circle and pushing themselves out of their comfort 
zone whether that be speaking in public, writing applications for opportunities they would have first 
thought wasn’t meant for people like them or forming their beliefs on what they want out of life.  
It gives them the chance to ask questions regarding future academic opportunities. It also gives them 
motivation to aim for their goals.  
Kan gives students the opportunity to grow with like-minded students and mentors. It has impacted 
them to be more aware and intentional about the decisions they make for the future.  
I have spoken to several students who told me that they were incredibly nervous coming and since 
have enjoyed the weekend and wish it wasn’t over so quickly. 
KAN expands students horizons by widening what they see as feasible for them to achieve. 
KAN shows the students that higher education could be for them, while also supporting any ambitions 
they have. It affirms their abilities, and gives them confidence that they can achieve whatever they set 
their minds to.  
makes them feel special and like someone believes in them  
The two key "magic" factors in this programme that makes the most impact on the students are 1) 
bringing them together with peers from similar backgrounds and with similar interests 2) introducing 
them to crazy talented and enthusiastic mentors. The out students are given the space to really be 
themselves and dive into their interests  
Enables them to be inspired as well as applauded vans encouraged so they believe these 
opportunities are viable to them. The ongoing support enables them to take risks and be exposed to 
super and extra-curricular. 
Tries hard to vest meet their needs and provide sessions that inspire, and so achieve slow-release 
benefits as well as making an immediate impact. 
There is a genuine desire to help each students in terms of their personal and professional 
development. It is great that the teachers / SLT see the merit in such events and having varied 
opportunities available.   
Access to other like minded individuals in a different setting is motivating as is access to teachers who 
are able to deliver sessions to small numbers of very focused students. The students I met seemed 
willing to soak up every bit of information 
A chance to broaden their peer support group and to have fun learning together. 
The immersive nature of the residential, learning is made fun (e.g. the Ancient Olympics session, 
maths followed by climbing), being surrounded by like-minded peers  
I think it gives the students the motivation (and the examples) to show how they can, and why they 
might want to, access university. 

 

What is your impression of the KAN students? 
Keen. Engaged. Open. Willing to make the most of every opportunity offered to them. 
They are so polite and engage in all activities to the best of their ability.  
Ambitious, curious and happy students  
KAN students are bright individuals who actively try and engage in all sessions. 
Resourceful, hard-working, intelligent, funny, open-minded. 
KAN students are very hardworking, and it is a joy to watch them find their confidence and form 
connections with their cohort.  
very engaged and confident. participation in the National Gallery project was impressive! i wasn’t 
expecting that kind of energy on a Sunday afternoon  
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Brilliant, kind and mature. It's hard to imagine better students to work with. 
They are a mixture between introvert and extrovert but all are so rich in intelligence and ideas. I’ve 
felt this weekend they have been engaged, dedicated and switched on. I felt as though I didn’t need 
to encourage participation at all, as well as nice to see corroboration across year groups. 
Keen to improve.  My heart goes out to them. 
The students were incredibly curious and asked a lot of questions - it is great to see that this kind of 
thinking is encouraged in the school and that they have opportunities to try new things through these 
residential trips.  
Fantastic - they were hard working, polite and keen to make the most of their time.  
Bright, keen, focussed, not cynical. 
Ambitious, hardworking, and kind young people 
Very positive! Obviously they're a diverse bunch but I've had some very positive interactions with 
them over the years. The most positive has been students I worked with back when they were in Year 
9, now returning as mentors themselves half way through English Degrees! Such a success story 

 

In what way(s) have you collaborated with KAN in the past? 
I have mentored, written reports and run a session on ‘staying motivated’!  
This is my first residential and it’s fabulous. It has made me so exciting about the summer residential 
N/A 
KAN alumni  
Been a mentor since Oct 2020, led three lessons. 
I used to be a KAN mentee, and I wanted to give back and help other students in the same way that I 
was helped.  

 
I was a mentee in the first KAN cohort and have been a mentor from sports 2020  
I was a mentee previously and have engaged with 1 online week residential and a meet up day, as 
well as them extra mentoring sessions, KAN is now an ongoing support network for me personally, 
enabling me to grow academically and now professionally.  
Did a session last year. 
2-3 Degrees has planned and delivered a variety of workshops for KAN students and hopes to deliver 
more in the future.  
This was my first time helping out.  
Teaching beginners' Russian! 
As a mentee 
Can't remember exactly when I started but every year that KAN has run for a long time I've 
contributed English sessions (GCSE and A level) to the Easter and Summer residentials.  

 

Have you gained anything from collaborating with KAN? If yes, what? 
Confidence and experience in education / social impact. Lovely friendships with other mentors and 
learnt many lessons from other teachers, speakers as well as the KAN students themselves!  
I have gained confidence in myself and also made me reanalyse my own goals. It has made me realise 
I can achieve anything I put my mind to.  
Enhanced my leadership skills as a year 10 mentor 
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KAN has always been a programme that has given me many things such as experience of university- a 
taste of university work. I have also gained training in safeguarding. 
Taught me that I enjoy working with and teaching young people.   
 
Made me feel more hopeful. 
 
Confidence in working practically and being adaptable. 
It has really helped my confidence, and also given me valuable experience in working with students.  
received the buffini fao grant for a leadership course 
I think it gives you a great perspective on life - it has made me genuinely optimistic for this 
generation's future, and mentoring with passionate people has introduced me to a load of new 
friends 
Yes, I have gained confidence as well as leadership skills. Gaining experience in teaching while leading 
and supporting sessions has led to immense growth in my speaking skills over a short period of time, 
as well opened my eyes further to social impact work and professional opportunities such as future 
conferences. Furthermore, interacting with other university students gives us our own support 
network of likeminded individuals going through similar things, for example helping each other in 
dissertations 
Both times it has reminded me why what we do has value, and can really make a difference. 
We are passionate about helping young people be the best versions of themselves both personally 
and professionally, so collaborating with KAN and having this shared vision is very important to us.  
Absolutely - it was a pleasure to meet the students and talk about A level history with people who 
really care.  
Always a pleasure to work with young people, especially those from less advantaged backgrounds, 
helping them to broaden their horizons. 
Experience in teaching, interest in how social mobility is effectively organised and run  
I've gained a lot from working with KAN: 
 
From a professional development point of view it's been really good to work in a mixed-sex 
environment with state school students. Although I've been an independent school teacher for many 
years I'm originally from a State School background and it's really good for me to keep my hand in! 
 
I've gained a lot personally from working with young people and inspiring them (hopefully) and seeing 
them develop. It's all the best bits of being a teacher with no marking! 

 

Anything else ... (including fun ideas for future events please!) 
Zorbing might be fun?  
I enjoyed the group project and working specifically with my mentor group. I have enjoyed getting 
them better in person  
More NG projects for students to prepare for  
N/A 
Feel like we should have a wider variety of speakers (not just entrepreneurs) to show students that 
success can be more than just becoming super wealthy (e.g. academics, campaigners, politicians, NGO 
sector)  
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Speakers from more specific careers. makes the speeches less abstract and something the students 
can actually work towards. i think a few of the students didn’t understand what Shaa actually did as a 
career 
 
maybe: marketing, lawyer, medic/psychologist 
I would love to see more theatre/music trips! It would also be useful to talk to some of the mentees 
teachers in advance to find out what needs to be focused on 
Bowling, iceskating in Cambridge. Sightseeing Cambridge, exploring and taking pictures in front of 
designated areas or buildings like a checklist/task.  
 
National gallery has gone down very well so maybe visiting galleries and exhibitions. Taking students 
to our universities, if viable.  
 
Cooking lessons/sessions.  
 
Definitely Microsoft excel/data apps sessions, how to use and when - relevant for uni and jobs.  
 
Sessions on career sectors.  
 
Maybe mixture of year groups activities and bonding things, getting to know each other. 

 
 
Very happy to offer a tennis session for students next year, on top of history, though we would need 
to provide balls (and possible racquets).  
I noted a few of their comments on wanting a bit of down-time.  Maybe have a geeky boardgames 
chill zone?  We often do that when we take our Church Youthgroup away for a residential week - it's 
just really nice to sit, chat and chill over a game of connect 4, chess, boggle, bananagrams, etc... 
Students enjoyed getting to know the other cohorts (gives them more role model figures, and makes 
KAN feel more of a community) so some time in future residentials 
Neuroscience  
Would be interesting to run explicitly university seminar style sessions for sixth formers (and maybe 
year 11). In an ideal world I would love to set some pre-reading a week or two ahead of KAN and then 
have a university style discussion group of it in the KAN week but I recognise that's a big ask 
logistically and we probably can't set prep/homework to students who are being set their own work 
from their own schools! 

 

Mentor Impact Survey (from Training) + actions/comments in red 
12 respondents 
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