
Sophie Rayment was part of the Sevenoaks School KAN service group 2020-2021 and will be starting 
her role as a KAN mentor in July 2022. One of her projects was to review feedback surveys from 
2013 to 2018 and produce a report on her findings. Below is an adapted version of this feedback 
review and the full version is available on our website. All quotes are from the feedback that Sophie 
was surveying. 

 

At the centre of the KAN programme lies a system of academic enrichment centring around the 
widening of intellectual horizons. During KAN residentials, students undertake a variety of different 
lessons, whether this be subjects familiar to them, or brand new. These lessons are taught by a variety 
of teachers, exposing students to not only new subjects, but new teaching styles, experiences, and 
perspectives. Feedback from the residential events cited inspiration from the lessons and 
demonstrated student engagement with new subjects, and the mindset of exploring new areas with 
confidence.  

‘The programme has broadened my knowledge and experience both academically and culturally”’ 

In addition to the transformative academic support the programme infrastructure of small cohorts 
supports long-lasting friendships. Students connect over shared experiences regarding school and 
their attitudes towards their futures. This is an important instance of the way that KAN fosters 
personal confidence, simply through assembling like-minded students. Confidence to speak up and 
engage with classes and lectures enhances the academic enrichment, allowing students to focus on 
the content of the lesson and their thoughts on the topic, rather than worrying about the opinions of 
their classmates. 

‘KAN also helped in a social way as well, as it helped me to not feel isolated about being intelligent’ 

After reading through all the student feedback from years of KAN residentials, one stand out take 
away the students have from the programme is the confidence that they have gained as a result. This 
confidence is built up in a variety of ways; academic extension that stretches students to their full 
potential, being surrounded by a group of like-minded individuals who students are not afraid to 
discuss academic matters with, support from teachers and mentor, and the independence that 
accompanies staying away from home. 

‘The most important things I learnt were: to be independent, not be scared to show the real you and 
make friends. Academically, I learned to show what you're good at and to overcome weaknesses. 
Confidence!’ 

One of the fundamental aspects of KAN that contribute to both the academic and personal 
development of its students in the infrastructure of mentoring relationships. Having a dedicated 
mentor that is only a few years older than themselves provides a further point of contact that students 
can raise concerns, and also build a relationship with. As mentors are current students at a diverse 
variety of the UK universities, they provide valuable first-hand guidance regarding the application 
process, life at university, as well as help with revision and schoolwork.  

‘The mentors on this scheme have been outstanding and have provided great support throughout my 
GCSEs and now A-Levels. Without KAN it is my belief that the UCAS process would have been much 
more stressful, the continuous support through September and October was very helpful when writing 
my Personal Statement.’ 



KAN may be a programme that aims to improve aspiration regarding university, but responses from 
its students have demonstrated that KAN’s impact reaches far beyond academic measurement. KAN 
graduates leave having secured both university places and new-found confidence and drive.  

 

 


